
RELI 100 - 003  Human Religious Experience 

George Mason University                           spring 2008                           7:20-10:00 pm, Monday 

Edwin C. Hostetter                      Thompson 116                      ehostett@gmu.edu; 410-617-2372 

office hours by appointment 

Description: "Examination of the main forms of religious expression as embodied in several 

important religious traditions in the contemporary world.  Religious experience, 

myth and ritual, teachings and scripture, and the ethical, social, and artistic 

aspects of religion are investigated, as well as the nature and function of religion 

in human society."  (3 credits) 

Objective: From a standpoint of sympathetic fascination students will become broadly 

acquainted with the nature and variety of religious belief and practice. 

Textbook: Gary E. Kessler, Studying Religion: An Introduction through Cases, 3d ed. 

(Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2008) 

Requirements:  1-4.  four term papers 

Write more than three full but no more than four full doublespaced pages apiece 

(counting neither cover sheet nor mandatory endnotes and bibliography) with 

one-inch margins and twelve-point font.  Put your name and paper title on a cover 

sheet.  Submit a hard copy with numbered pages on February 25 (for the first 

paper based on chaps. 3-5), March 17 (for the second paper based on chaps. 6-7), 

April 7 (for the third paper based on chaps. 8-9), and April 28 (for the fourth 

paper based on chaps. 10-12) at the beginning of class.  In each paper at least one 

source must be a print book, excluding our textbook; at least one source must be a 

print journal article; and at least one source must be an Internet document which 



does not exist as a print book or article.  Develop a thesis as your basis for each 

paper. 

 5.  final test 

Take a closed-book essay exam when it is scheduled, answering three out of five 

questions.  Class attendance and participation will be your study guide.  Bring a 

blue book! 

Grading: Every requirement counts for one-fifth of your course grade.  Any late paper 

receives one gradeletter deduction.  I look for basically three things: analysis (i.e., 

critical thinking), content (i.e., accurate data), and style (i.e., grammar, etc.). 

 

CALENDAR 

1/28 - overview      3/24 - "Experiencing the Sacred" 

2/4 - "Thinking about Being a Student of Religion"  3/31 - "Explaining Evil" 

2/11 - "On Defining and Studying Religion"   4/7 - "Religion and Morality" 

2/18 - "Sacred Power"     4/14 - "Religion and Politics" 

2/25 - "Myth as Sacred Story"    4/21 - "Organizing the Sacred" 

3/3 - "Ritual as Sacred Action"    4/28 - "Human Existence & Destiny" 

3/17 - "Sacred Space and Time"    5/5 - "Religious Diversity and Truth" 

5/12, 7:30-10:15 pm,  test 


