
RELI 100 - 002  Human Religious Experience 

 

George Mason University                              fall 2008                              7:20-10:00 pm, Tuesday 

Edwin C. Hostetter                       Lecture Hall 2                       ehostett@gmu.edu; 410-617-2372 

office hours by appointment 

 

Description: "Examination of the main forms of religious expression as embodied in several 

important religious traditions in the contemporary world.  Religious experience, 

myth and ritual, teachings and scripture, and the ethical, social, and artistic 

aspects of religion are investigated, as well as the nature and function of religion 

in human society."  (3 credits) 

Objective: From a standpoint of sympathetic fascination students will become broadly 

acquainted with the nature and variety of religious belief and practice. 

Textbook: Bob Abernethy and William Bole, eds., The Life of Meaning: Reflections on 

Faith, Doubt, and Repairing the World, foreword by Tom Brokaw (New York: 

Seven Stories Press, 2007) 

Requirements:  1.  attendance and participation 

During every class period say something based on the day's reading. 

   2-4.  three take-home tests 

Type four (not three, not five) double-spaced, single-sided pages apiece with one-

inch margins and twelve-point font in answer to an assigned question.  Submit a 

hard copy with numbered pages, stapled in the top left corner, on its due date at 

the beginning of class. 



 5.  final test 

Take an open-book essay exam when it is scheduled, answering three out of five 

questions.  Bring a blue book! 

Grading: Every requirement counts for one-fifth of your course grade.  I look for basically 

three things: analysis (i.e., critical thinking), content (i.e., accurate data), and style 

(i.e., grammar, etc.). 

 

CALENDAR 

  8/26  overview 

  9/2  §§ 1-8 

  9/9  §§ 9-16 

  9/16  §§ 17-26 

  9/23  §§ 27-33  first test due 

  9/30  §§ 34-36 

  10/7  §§ 37-40 

  10/21  §§ 41-43  second test due 

  10/28  §§ 44-46 

  11/4  §§ 47-48 

  11/11  §§ 49-51  third test due 

  11/18  § 52 

  11/25  §§ 53-59 

  12/2  §§ 60-66 

  12/9 (7:30-10:15 pm),  exam over §§ 49-66 


